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Summer Martial
Activities Scheduled

Heavy Weapons and Rapier
Not Scheduled
No practices are scheduled, but potential practices are

under discussion.

Archery
Every Thursday May 9 to September 5

Practice begins at 6:30 pm and ends at dusk. Royal Rounds are
available beginning at 7:15 pm.

Help setting up starting at 6:00 pm is appreciated. It also helps if you
can come early for bow and arrow inspections.

Thrown Weapons
Every Wednesday starting some week in May to

September  or October, depending on the weather

Come one, come all to Blak Rose Thrown Weapons Practice! This is
held at a private residence, so it is not guaranteed to be handicap
accessible. Water will be provided, please bring your own snacks/dinner.

This is 5:30 pm till dusk. The flag (green, three golden snails) will be
flying out front to help you find it. Please carpool where possible as the
parking is crowded in the area.

Summer Martial Activities 1

Upcoming Events 2-3

Officer Notes 4-5

Maypole Dance 2019 6

Archery ‘Toons 7

About the Shire 8

Inside this Issue:



2

Recent and Upcoming Events
in the Shire

Union Canal Days
Union Canal Park, Lebanon

Saturday and Sunday, May 18-19

Come and join us for a weekend long demo.  Bring your favorite craft and hang out around the
campfire.  Time is given for fencing and fighting, and an audience always gathers when the
battle begins.  It's a wonderful opportunity to spread the SCA to the general populace.

Please join us for this traditional and successful demo. Contact Sean for more information and
also to make a commitment to do a display or activity at this demo.

https://lebanoncountyhistoricalsociety.org/canal-tunnel/canal-days

Toys for Tots
Coleman Memorial Park, Lebanon
Saturday, July 6, 12 noon to 6 pm

Once again, it is time for our annual pot luck picnic.  This year there will be three tournaments,
as Youth Combat has been added to the existing Heavy and Fencing tournaments.

But wait, there's more!  This year, the Heavy and Fencing champions for the Shire will be
selected.  Cost of entry remains a new, unwrapped toy.  Bring a dish to share.  Electricity is
available, as is a grill.

We have pavilion #3 this year.

McLain Celtic Festival
Two Mile House, Carlisle

Saturday, August 31 to Sunday, September 1

PLEASE NOTE: This event needs an autocrat. Unless someone steps up to organize it,
we will not have a presence at this demo.

All members of the Shire are welcome to join us for this demo. We are in need of interactive
activities and people who like to talk about what they do in the SCA. The more the merrier for
this event. The contacts we make at this event have a true love of history and have the highest
chance of coming to a second event of any other demo we do.

You are expected to remain in our area unless you purchase a ticket at the entrance.
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The Shire-Marche of Blak Rose is invites its members, its friends,
and anybody else who wants to come to a series of A&S Meet and
Greets at the Hershey Public Library.

The Meet and Greets will be held on:

Sunday, June 02

Sunday, June 30

Sunday, July 28

 -- 1 PM to 5 PM --

Come and show what you’ve been working on: garb, calligraphy,
fiber arts, jewelry making, cooking, or whatever.

Show up and show off, or come to talk about that project you’ve
been meaning to start working on.

Or just come to talk with your fellow shire members.

See you there.
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Officers Notes
Franz von Heilbronn - Exchequer

Unto Blak Rose, does Lord Franz von Heilbronn send greetings!

As the Winter snows melt into the fresh Spring soil, I look forward to stepping into the role of Exchequer.

I'd like to thank Sol la Cantor, the outgoing Exchequer, for her service, as well as Alana and Tuathflaith for

assisting me in the transition. I've been a member of the Society for over twenty years, many of which were

spent in the Barony of Bhakail. My interests include thrown weapons, fiber arts, religion, and cookery. For the

moment, I'm rethinking my persona, giving strong consideration to a new journey in a different place and

earlier time.

In modernity, I was born and raised in Central Pennsylvania. I've worked in publishing, education,

pharmacy, and the non-profit sector. Currently I've returned to school to complete a degree in nursing. I'm

also an EMT and volunteer firefighter.

I look forward to meeting you!

 Yours in service,

 Franz

Tuathflaith - Chronicler
This winter I hosted several outdoor archery practices. Our archers faced wind, snow, rain, standing water,

and cold weather in order to keep our skills from stagnating over the winter. We even built a snowman to use

as a target one day. We also had an arrow-making workshop. We made a full dozen arrows for one of the

archers.

I have been in contact with Fort Hunter about the Maypole Dance demo and also with the event

coordinator for the McLain Celtic Festival. My father and I created a ribbon-holder for Dauphin County’s

Maypole and I plan to make 12 ribbons for the event. This year the ribbons will be 1 or 2 inches wide and

dyed in two contrasting colors, probably red and white, traditional May Day colors.

I continue to handle meeting minutes and many event postings and other notices for the Shire. I DO NOT

plan to hold any office after my term ends this year and I look forward to doing some research and creative

activities once again.
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Officers Notes
Eleazar ha-Levi - Herald

Being a herald is a lot of fun.  We get to make puns – even to REGISTER them for posterity.
And we get to speak in a loud voice – at tourneys, at courts, at meetings and events, and at
demos.

Some years ago, the children’s summer program of the Cumberland County Library System
was “The Age of Chivalry.”  They contacted the Shire of Blak Rose, and we agreed to do
weekday – daytime demos at all eight branches.

We managed to collect a fair set of volunteers: heavy weapons fighters, dancers, musicians,
and others.  The same folks, however, did not – could not -- all show up at every demo.  Most
had to switch off.  I had an understanding boss and a lot of leave time accrued, so I was at all
of them.

We would gather early, setting up in a portion of the main room or the children’s library area.
Then, at the arranged time, a library would ask me to announce, with a good, LOUD “Ooo-
yaaay”, that the demo had started.

That’s right.  A librarian would ask me to YELL in her library.  Eight times in eight different
libraries.

Like I said, being a herald is a lot of fun.
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Maypole Dancing in the Rain… again
Rain has become a part

of the tradition of the

annual Maypole dance at

Fort Hunter’s Garden Faire.

Fortunately for Blak Rose,

we have a sturdy pavilion

and access to nylon walls.

Though the walls are not period, they provide warmth,

comfort, and privacy.

We performed the dance twice and

were blessed that the rain subsided

each time. Although the crowd was

sparse because of the miserable

weather, the organizers once again

gave us a generous donation for our

work.

This year Tuathflaith made wide, two-

color ribbons for the dance and

designed a ribbon holder which kept

the ribbons from ripping off the pole

during the dance and also kept them in

order. Thanks to Tuathflaith’s father

for machining this handy tool.
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Submitted by Jessica Hanwell
known in the Society as Lady Alice Hanewell

Archery ‘Toons
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The Shire of Blak Rose consists  of medieval and Renaissance re-enactors who are spread across

Central  PA in Perry,  Cumberland, and Dauphin counties.  We are active members of a not-for-profit

worldwide educational organization known as the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc.

(SCA, Inc.)  The SCA is devoted to recreating the arts ,  sciences,  skil ls  and warfare of pre-

seventeenth century European culture.  For further information on the SCA, please check out the

webpage at www.blakrose.eastkingdom.org or contact a local officer.  For a l ist ing of local events,

please visi t  the web page of the East  Kingdom of the SCA at http:/ /www.eastkingdom.org.

What is the Shire of Blak Rose?

The Shire of Blak Rose
in the 21st Century

Online Addresses of Interest

Blak Rose Web Page with
Forum and Calendar

http://blakrose.eastkingdom.org

To Subscribe to the
Blak Rose Yahoo Group

blak_rose-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

On Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/groups/947540
052044354/

Or search for “Shire of Blak Rose”

Officers of the Shire

Seneschal
Alana O’Keeve
Deputy: Aidan the Hostile

Exchequer
Franz von Heilbronn
Deputy: Tuathflaith Chleirigh

Herald
Eleazar ha-Levi

Minister of A&S
Vacant

Chronicler
Tuathflaith ingen huí Chleirigh

Chatelaine
Orn Shieldbreaker

This is the Spring 2019 issue of “The Thorn,” a publication of the Shire of Blak Rose of the Society
for Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.) “The Thorn” is available from Tracey Hanwell, 2830 Fishing

Creek Valley Road, Harrisburg, PA 17112. It is not a corporate publication of SCA, Inc., and does not
delineate SCA, Inc., policies. “The Thorn” is available as a free online quarterly publication at

www.blakrose.eastkingdom.org. A paper copy is available for those who request it.

Copyright 2018, Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. Copyright for individual works is retained by
their authors. For information on reprinting photographs, articles, or artwork from this publication,

please contact Tracey Hanwell, who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece.


